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Figure 2. I A  86739 site map. 



ENVIRONMENT 

The project  area is in the relativcly small area a r o u ~ l  Carrizozo of Calciorthid-Hapl~rstoll- 
Gypsiorthid soils. These are moderately  dccp  to  deep  soils  conlpriscd of alluvial  deposits of mixcd 
origin.  Present as ncal-ly tlat to undulating lerrain, thcsc  soils  support I'air to modorate stands 0 1 '  
native  vegetatioll,  primarily  grasses (Maker et a l .  1974:64). 

'I'hc C'arr-izozo area is in (he dcscrt  grassland  vegetation ZC)TIC. The  dominale grass spccics of 
this zone are hlack grama grass and tohosa grass.  Continuous  overgrazing has rcduccd  largc 
portions of desert  grassland lo heavy  stands of invasive plant spccics such as creosotebush, 
mesquite.  tarbush,  and  Mexican tea (Casteller 1956:261-262). 

Fauna native to  the  region  includes pronghorn, cottontail  rabbit, jackrabbit,  and  various small 
birds and rodcnts (Brown 1984). 
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CllI,Tl.!KAI. OVERVIEW 

A complete  cultural  history o f  the C‘arrizom area is beyond h e  scope of this report. Little 
archaeological  work has been done in this portion of New Mexico. More dotailed regional 
prehislory 0 1  tllc general project area is available i n  Stuart  and Gauthier ( 1981 ). 

The]-e is sornc discussion o f  Lllc Archaic secl~~e~lce in this portion o l ‘  New Mcxicn. It has been 
argued that the Clochise Culture is the basis o l ‘  further  cultural developrllent in this area (Beckelt 
1979). I3ut it has also been suggcstcd that at least two  distinct  Archaic af’l‘iliations underlie  later 
cultural development  in the arca (Stuart  and Ganthicr 1981 :21 1). A third Archaic  tradition, the 
Oshara tradition sequence,  has been I-nodified by Wcbcr (1963:228) li)r the southern portion o f  
New Mexico,  specifically the R i o  A h j o  area. 

Del‘ining the Pueblo period for the area of LA 86739 is prohlcrnatic. A nu~nber o f  cullural 
traditions  come  into conlact in the northern l’ularosa Basin, and some cullural  hybridization is 
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believed t o  have  occurred  (Peckharn 1976). A basic dcvelopmcntal  sequcnce  developed by Marshall 
md Wait (1984) for the Kio Abajo, has been utilized successfully (Oakes 1986; Levine et al. 1993) 
to tllc west. A cultural sequence has  heen developed for the Sacramento  Mountains east t o  Roswell 
(Kelley 1.984). Jornado-Mogollon sites occur  south of Carrizozo (Stuart  and  Gauthier 1981:231). 

Historic 

Early  Spanish  settlement  in the regiou was limited to the Socorro area and the R i o  Grande 
Valley. The Spaniards  were  driven out in the Pueblo Revoll o r  16x0. Although  Spanish settlerrlcnt 
resumed along the Kio Grandc  aftcr 1692, no scttlcrncnt in the general area of Carrizozo is 
recordcd  until tllc late 1800s. The  region  was utilized by the Apaches historically (Basehart 1973); 
howuvcr,  only  a  single Apache site has heen I*ecorded in the region  (Laumbach 1986: 17). 

Homesteaders moved  into  the area i n  the late 18OOs, establishing farms  and ranclles. A  numl,cr 
of' gold and silver mines  operated in the Sacraliicmo Mountains  and  near the town of White Oaks 
during this period  (Laumbach and Kirkpatrick 1985:71). Coal  was also discovcrcd i n  thc Capitan 
area i n  the late IHOOs (Allen and Kottlowski 19%). Most of thc local f a r m  failcd during the "dust 
howl" days o f  rlrc I92Os, and the area reverted to rangeland. 

C'arrimzo was four~led as a new  town  by the E1 Paso and Northcasturn  Rajlroad in 1899. I t  
scrvcd as a water  stop l i ~ r  [he railroad line built to  the Salatlo coal  ficlds at Capitan and the 
goldl'ields at White Oaks (Myrick 1990:84-86). The  boiler,  repair sllops, al-rd roundllousc of' Ihc 
El Paso and  Nortbeastcrn  Railroad  wcrc in Carrizoxo  (Myrick 1990:87). 

A post  oi'lice opened in 1902, and A. H .  Harvey  served as the first postmastcr.  IIowcvcr, the 
town was not platted until I907 (Pierce 1965:28). Clarrizozo bccamc tllc county  scat of Lincoln 
( h m t y  in 1907 (lulyan 1996:203). 

C'arrizozo served as a meal stop for railroad passengers, a placc for cllangirlg railroad  crews, 
and thc location 0 1 '  repair yards (Sterns 1987). The town also scrvcd as rcgiorlal shipping point for 
cattle arid lumber,  as well as minerals from t l ~  local mining  districts  (Allcn  and  Kottlowski 1958). 

Ry thc 1930s, the railroad  began scaling back its operations i n  Carrizozo.  The last railrnad- 
rclatcd  industries werc closcd by the middle o l '  the 1950s (pers.  comm., T. B. Smoot, 1996). 
Carrizozo dcclined in both size and  economic  importance with the loss of railroad relaled Jobs. 'lhc 
town now I'unctions as both thc county scat and a regional service  center  for the tourist  and 
r;tnching industries. 

North 01' Carrizozo, 1 I .S .  54 originally ran directly along llle western side o l '  the railroad riglit- 
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RESEARCH FINDINGS 

No  structures, intact cullural  features, or deposits were lomd in the portion of the site willlin 
the proposed pro-ject area. 

Recause of the modilied and redeposited nature o f  the portion of T A  X6739 within tllc proposed 
project  area.  combined wilh tllc shallowness of the redeposited  culhlral Inaterial (less Ihan 5 c111 
deep), emphasis  during limitcd tcsting  was directed loward in-ficld analysis. 

In-field analysis was lilnitcd to thc portion of the sile within thc proposed  project area. 'lhis 
was  composed o l '  [he porlion of the site on both sides o f  1J.S. 54 within the current 1J.S. 54 righl- 
of-way,  and the  portion of the s ik  within tllc proposed project area west o l .  the present right-of- 
way.  The  main sitc area was east,  outside 01. the project area. ' k  site did not extend soulh into the 
planned TCI'. 

I,A 86739 was first inspected will1 walked transects spaced at 10 m intervals to dctcrminc  sitc 
limits. A sitc  map was made, and  site lirnils and all sitc features  were plotted will1 the use o f  a 
transit,  stadia rod, and 50 111 tape. All surface arlil'acts were pinflagged, analyzed in  the I'ield, and 
left  in  place. 



A total ol'  20,272  surface  artificts  were  recorded and  analyzed a1 LA 86739. Of this total, 
13,685 wcrc  glass,  4,209  were  ceramics, and other i t e m  totaled 2,378. 

'I'o hcilitate in-field analysis,  artifacts  were  divided  and  analyzed by rnaterial type. The data 
collcctcrl in this Tnamer  was  later  divided into functional categories. 'I'hcsc catcgorics  included 
domestic,  food,  household,  personal,  I~ardware,  transportation,  construclion, and  unknown. 
Artif'acts with  different, yet rclatcd,  uses  were  grouped  within  each  functional  category. 

A total  of  20,272  artifacts  were  analyzed  and divided into functional categories  (Table 1). 

Food i t e m  are those related to food  procurement or consumption.  Food related items totaled 
436 and comprise  2.1  percent ol' lhe tolal assemblage. 01' this total,  425  arc  food  cans,  four  are 
mason jar lids related to hornc canting, and the remaining  seven are specialized containers for lard, 
maplc syrup, or coffee. 

Domestic itcrns arc those used within the home.  Domestic ilenls totaled 3,961, or 19.5 pcrccnt 
ol'the  assemblage. Of this total,  3,877  were various types ol'ceramics such as ironstonc, soft-paste 
porcelain,  porcelain, and transfer  ware.  Glass items  (drinking  glasscs, vascs, and other clernents 
01' ornamental  glass) totaled 70 items. One piece ol' silver plattcd flatwarc  was also present i n  this 
ca1egol-y . 

IIouschold  items  are those used to rnaintain the household.  Household  items  made up 2.7 
pcrccnt of the artil'acl assemblage, totaling 538 items. The ma.jority  of this category  was  composed 
01' 1 0 0  ceramic mixing  bowls  and crocks and 387 glass arlilacts.  Glass  artifacts  included  various 
typcs 01' botlles. Ten pieces o f  seven different stoves  were  included in this catcgory, as were six 
dil'l'erenl metal  pans. 

Personal i t em arc those whose  use is limited to  a specific individual. The personal functional 
catcgory was one of  the slnallest in the total assemblage. I'crsonal items totalcd 25, or 0.1 pcrcent 
o f  rhc assemblage. ArtiIBcts i n  this category include live buttons, various types of bucklcs, one 
harrette, the stopper to a perfume  bottle,  and a ceramic  marble. 

I t e m  uscd i n  the structural ~ r ~ a i ~ ~ t c ~ l a ~ ~ c c  of buildings or livcstock arc includcd in t l ~  hardware 
category. I lardwarc-related iterris totaled 279, or 1.4 percent of the assemblage.  This  category 
includes I I O  pieces of galvanizcd  stccl, 33 barrcl straps, 18 picces of baling wire, and 105 picccs 
of' window  glass. 

Sixtcen items  make up the transportation  category of artifacts,  or 0.07 percent  of the total 
artifact  assenlblage.  There  are  two  horseshoes  and 14 items connected  with autornobilc use, 

Conslruction,  or building matcrials, makc up 1.4 percenl 01' the assemblage, totaling 284 items. 
Bricks (256)  make up the largcst portion of this catcgory,  which also includes tile,  ~lletal rods, and 
shapcd flags~one. 

The  largest  catcgory ol' artilllcts is comprised of unidentifiable items. This category  totals 
14,576 items, or 71.9 percent of the total assemblage. Of this total, glass is  tllc largest subcategory, 
with 13,202  ilems. 
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Historic  artifacts  are  generally  easier to datc than prchistoric  artifacts. '17~ scyucncc  of 
nlanul'xturing developrrrent is gcncrally  known,  and  makers'  marks  arc  solrlelinlcs  prcscnt. 'Thc 
documented span of makcrs  marks  can  give a beginning and ending  date o f '  nlanulilclure.  This  does 
not  howevcr rlcccssarily reflect the end o f  the artifact's  period of use.  Functional  items  tend  to be 
used continuously until heir  usel'ulness ends when  they break o r  wear  out. Tterns are  also  curated 
within  families  as  heirlooms o r  collected by individuals as antiques. 'll~ sccond-hand  usc of 
functional i l e m  also serves to prolong thcir lifc spans beyond  that indicated lrom  just  [heir  makers' 
rnarks. 

Onkcs (1983) devised a technique  for  dating  historic  siles  based  on ;I mean date  for  glass.  This 
method  utilizes glass, which is separatcd  and  assigned dates based or1 color. A weighted mean and 
standard  dcvialion  were  then  calculatcd  bascd on the range ol' dales for each glass color, as well 
21s dates based on makers'  marks. A similar  melhod o f  dating  historic  sites,  based  on  ccratnics 
instcad o f  glass, was  deviscd by South (1977) using  earthenware,  stoncwarc,  and  porcelain. 

N o  exact date li)r the site is available  through the use of' either of these  dating  techniques. 
Artifacts  associated with each  date could come li-om  any year  within the given  range of dates. 



Either system also tcnds to skew  the  calculated tlatcs toward the earlier end of' thc occupation 
period.  This  occurs  hecause of an assutnption that artilacts arc not used beyond the e ~ l d  of' thcir 
period of manuhcture. 
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ASSESSMENT  AND  RECOMMENDATlONS 
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